What is claimed Is: 



1. A file management method for recording on a recording 
medium and managing a distributed object and metadata 
file, wherein correspondence between an identifier of 
a metadata file and an identifier of an object 
corresponding to that metadata file is managed by means 
of a metadata correspondence management file. 

2. The file management method according to claim 1, being 
a file management method for managing said object and 
metadata file on said recording medium by means of a 
directory structure, wherein a record type indicating 
a placement location of said metadata correspondence 
management file within said directory structure is 
provided in said metadata correspondence management file . 

3. The file management method according to claim 2, being 
a file management method for creating and managing a 
service directory for each service by which said object 
is distributed, wherein said record type indicates that 
said metadata correspondence management file is placed 
under said service directory. 

4. The file management method according to claim 2, being 
a file management method for recording on said recording 
medium a package directory for each package file with 
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at least one content, wherein said record type indicates 
that said metadata correspondence management file is 
placed under said package directory. 

5 . The file management method according to claim 4 , wherein 
said record type indicates a distinction as to whether 
a metadata file included in said metadata correspondence 
management file corresponds to a package or corresponds 
to a service. 

6 . The file management method according to claim 4 , wherein 
said record type indicates a distinction as to whether 
a metadata file included in said metadata correspondence 
management file corresponds to a package file or 
corresponds to content contained in a package file* 

7 . The file management method according to claim 1 , wherein 
said metadata correspondence management file indicates 
a one-to-one relationship between one object identifier 
and one metadata file identifier. 

8 . The file management method according to claim 1 , wherein 
said metadata correspondence management file indicates 
a multiple-to-one relationship between a plurality of 
object identifiers and one metadata file identifier. 

9 . The file management method according to claim 1 , wherein 
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said metadata correspondence management file indicates 
a one- to-multiple relationship between one object 
identifier and a plurality of metadata file identifiers. 



5 10. The file management method according to claim 1, 
wherein said metadata correspondence management file 
indicates a mult iple - to -mult iple relationship between 
a plurality of object identifiers and a plurality of 
metadata file identifiers • 

1.1= 10 

Q 11. A file management method comprising the steps of: 

M creating a directory for each package when said 

object is said package file; 
35 recording on the basis of said directory a content 

f\l 15 file contained in the relevant package and a metadata 

file corresponding to that content; 

d 

managing with a package management file 
correspondence between a directory name of said directory 
and a package identifier assigned to said package; 
20 managing with a content file group management file 

correspondence between a file name when said content file 
and said metadata file are recorded on said recording 
medium and an identifier of said content and metadata; 
and 

25 managing with the metadata correspondence 

management file according to claim 1 correspondence 
between an identifier of a content file contained in said 
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package and an identifier of a metadata file corresponding 
thereto . 

12. A file management method comprising the steps of: 
creating a directory for each service when content 

is distributed in package units in which related content 

is collected; 

on the basis of said directory, creating a 

subdirectory for each package distributed from the 

relevant service and also recording a metadata file 

corresponding to the relevant package; 

managing with a package management file 

correspondence between a directory name of said 

subdirectory and a package identifier assigned to said 

package ; 

on the basis of said subdirectory, recording a file 
of content contained in the relevant package, and a file 
of metadata corresponding to the relevant content; 

managing with a content file group management file 
correspondence between a file name when said content file 
and said metadata file are recorded on said recording 
medium and an identifier of the relevant content and 
metadata ; 

managing with a service management file 
correspondence between a directory name of said directory 
and a service identifier assigned to said service; 

managing with a metadata file group management file 
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correspondence between a file name when said metadata 
file is recorded on said recording medium and an identifier 
of the relevant metadata; and 

managing with the metadata correspondence 
management file according to claim 1 correspondence 
between said service identifier and an identifier of said 
metadata file corresponding thereto, correspondence 
between an identifier of said package and an identifier 
of said metadata file corresponding thereto, and 
correspondence between an identifier of said content file 
and an identifier of said metadata file corresponding 
thereto • 

13. A content recording apparatus comprising: 

data recording means for recording a distributed 
object and metadata file on a recording medium; and 

metadata correspondence information recording 
means for creating and recording on said recording medium 
the metadata correspondence management file according 
to claim 1 indicating correspondence between said object 
and said metadata file. 

14- The content recording apparatus according to claim 
13, further comprising, when content is distributed in 
package units in which related content is collected: 

service management information recording means for 
creating a directory corresponding to each service, and 
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creating and recording on said recording medium a service 
management file indicating correspondence between a 
directory name of said directory and a service identifier 
assigned to said service; and 

package metadata file recording means for assigning 
a file name to and recording on said recording medium 
a metadata file corresponding to a service to which a 
metadata file corresponding to said package or the 
relevant package belongs , and also creating and recording 
on said recording medium a metadata file group management 
file indicating correspondence between a file name of 
said file and an identifier of said file, 

15, A content playback apparatus that plays back content 
from a recording medium on which a distributed content 
file and file management information are recorded, 
comprising metadata correspondence resolution means for 
using the metadata correspondence management file 
according to claim 1 containing correspondence between 
an identifier of said content file and an identifier of 
a metadata file corresponding thereto and acquiring a 
metadata file corresponding to a content file. 

16. The content playback apparatus according to claim 
15 that, when content is distributed in package units 
in which related content is collected, using the metadata 
correspondence management file according to claim 1 
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containing correspondence between an identifier of said 
package and an identifier of ametadata file corresponding 
thereto, acquires a metadata file corresponding to said 
package . 

17. A content playback apparatus comprising metadata 
correspondence resolution means for, when content is 
played back from a recording medium on which are recorded 
files of content distributed from a plurality of services 
and file management information, using as said file 
management information a service management file 
indicating correspondence between a directory name for 
each service and a service identifier assigned to said 
service , a metadata file group management file indicating 
correspondence between a file name of a file of metadata 
corresponding to said service and an identifier of the 
relevant metadata, and the metadata correspondence 
management file according to claim 1 containing 
correspondence between an identifier of said service and 
an identifier of a metadata file corresponding thereto 
and correspondence between an identifier of a content 
file and an identifier of a file of metadata corresponding 
thereto, and acquiring respective metadata files 
corresponding to a content file and corresponding to a 
service . 

18. The content playback apparatus according to claim 
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17 that, when content is distributed in package units 
in which related content is collected, using the metadata 
correspondence management file according to claim 1 
containing correspondence between an identifier of said 
5 package and an identifier of a metadata file corresponding 
thereto, acquires a metadata file corresponding to said 
package . 
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19. A content recording program for causing a computer 



ff 10 to function as: 



data recording means for recording a distributed 
object and metadata file on a recording medium; and 
I g metadata correspondence information recording 

y means for creating and recording on said recording medium 

15 a metadata correspondence management file that manages 
S correspondence between an identifier of a metadata file 

N and an identifier of an object corresponding to the 

relevant metadata file. 
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